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jend have been fused into a single text. The :t that portions of these chapters have been id, by ignorant expositors, to hamper the pro-sss of science, ought not to make us forget it, in their day, they were a relatively rational y of explaining the world in which those 10 conceived them found themselves living, andering shepherds did not invent these rends, but they made their success. They mid never have conquered the world in the uberant form in which they are recorded in 2 Assyrian inscriptions. It was their simpli-ation by the nomad Semites, to whom the art writing was unknown, which gave them their .mense power.
A branch of the Semitic nomads crossing the rer Euphrates, and obtaining thence the name
Ibrim, "those who had passed the river," vanced into the country of Terach or Tracho-"is, and thence as far as the South of Palestine, lich was not yet fully occupied by their cousins 2 Canaanites. It is very probable that amongst ese Ibrim were the ancestors of other tribes an those which we know as Hebrew, the lomites and Moabites for example, and some
these tribes may have been in the region st of the Jordan, before the time when the rim came into it. All this is exceedingly